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Environmental emergencies 

An environmental emergency can be defined as a sudden-onset disaster or accident resulting from natural, 
technological or human-induced factors, or a combination of these, that cause or threaten to cause severe 
environmental damage as well as harm to human health and/or livelihoods. 

What are examples of environmental emergencies? 

Examples include fires, oil spills, chemical accidents, toxic waste dumping and groundwater pollution. The 
environmental risks can be acute and life-threatening. 

What causes an environmental emergency? 

An environmental emergency typically occurs in the wake of a disaster or conflict, when lives and livelihoods are 
threatened by the release of hazardous substances, or because of significant damage to the ecosystem. 

What are the 6 types of emergency situations? 

Types of Emergencies 

Severe Weather (Tornadoes, Thunderstorms, Hail) 

 Fire 
 Hazardous Materials Accidents 
 Chemical/Biological/Radiological (CBR) Emergencies 
 Aircraft Crashes 
 National Emergency (War, Terrorism) 
 Civil Disorder 
 Active Shooter 

What environmental emergency is life-threatening? 

Heatstroke is life-threatening, and immediate action is required. Signs and symptoms of heatstroke include 
confusion, loss of consciousness, dizziness, muscle cramps, vomiting, and seizures. If you think the person is 
having a heatstroke, immediately call 911/EMS. 

What are the 4 environmental emergencies? 

This includes secondary consequences from natural hazards such as earthquakes, storms, floods, tsunamis, 
wildland fires, landslides and / or man-made disasters such as industrial accidents, transport accidents, chemical 
spills, oil spills and a multitude of other types of emergencies. 

What are signs of environmental emergencies? 

Environmental emergencies comprise a wide variety of patient presentations, from straightforward heat and cold 
exposure to toxic envenomation and exposure to allergens and noxious plants. 

These mechanisms include: 

 Sweating 
 Peripheral vasoconstriction / vasodilation 
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 Shivering 
 Secretion of hormones and neurotransmitters 

What are the 4 types of environmental monitoring? 

 Air Monitoring 
 Water Monitoring 
 Waste Monitoring 
 Remote Sensing 

How do you respond to emergency situations in the environment? 

Think of what a massive impact you can make on someone else's life. 

Steps to deal with Emergency Situations: 

 Remain Calm 
 Move to a Safe Location 
 Provide First Aid 
 Ask for Help 
 Communicate with the Victims 
 Convey Accurate Information 
 Document Your Progress 

What are the different types of humanitarian crisis? 

Humanitarian crises can be grouped under the following headings: - Natural disasters, which can be geophysical 
(e.g. earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions), hydrological (e.g. floods, avalanches), climatological (e.g. 
droughts), meteorological (e.g. storms, cyclones), or biological (e.g. epidemics, plagues). 

 


