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Lecture 10. Promoting social and economic equality 

What is social and economic equality? 

Economic and social rights are clearly enshrined in international human rights law: critical rights such as the 

right to education, employment, an adequate standard of living, health and social security should be 

guaranteed by states without discrimination. 

Why social and economic equality is important? 

Greater economic equality benefits all people in all societies, whether you are rich, poor, or in-between. 

Countries that have chosen to be more equal have enjoyed greater economic prosperity while also managing 

to develop in a more environmentally sustainable fashion. 

What are principles promoting economic equality? 

The state should ensure fair distribution of the material resources of the country for the common good. The 

state should distribute the wealth in such a way that wealth is not concentrated in a few hands. There should 

be equal pay for equal work for both men and women. 

Why should we promote social and economic equality? 

Good equality and diversity practices make sure that the services provided to people are fair and accessible to 

everyone. They ensure that people are treated as equals, that people get the dignity and respect they deserve 

and that their differences are celebrated. 

What is an example of economic equality? 

Economic equality is the belief that people should receive the same rate of pay for a job, regardless of race, 

gender, or other characteristics that are not related to their ability to perform the task. The easiest example of 

economic equality gone wrong is in pay differentials between men and women. 

What is the meaning of social and economic justice? 

The expression 'Social and Economic Justice' involves the concept of 'Distributive Justice' which connotes the 

removal of economic inequalities and rectifying the injustice resulting from dealing or transaction between 

unequal in society. 

What are the benefits of social equality? 

In contrast to less equal rich countries, more equal rich countries have, for example: 

 higher levels of education 

 more trust and community involvement 

 greater social mobility 

 more wellbeing among children 

 lower levels of physical ill health 

 lower levels of mental ill health 

 less drug abuse 

 lower rates of imprisonment 
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How can social equality affects human society? 

The equality effect can appear magical. In more equal countries, human beings are generally happier and 
healthier; there is less crime, more creativity, more productivity, and – overall – higher real educational 
attainment. 

How does social equality develop in society? 

Social inequality occurs when resources in a given society are distributed unevenly, typically through norms of 
allocation, that engender specific patterns along lines of socially defined categories of persons. 

What are the three main dimension of the objective of social and economic justice? 

Within the system of economic justice as defined by Louis Kelso and Mortimer Adler, there are three essential 
and interdependent principles: Participative Justice (the input principle), Distributive Justice (the out-take 
principle), and Social Justice (the feedback and corrective principle). 

Why is economic inequality important? 

Since the rich save more, whenever they receive more income, total consumer spending tends to fall and 
unemployment rises. This lowers economic growth, reduces government tax revenues and makes it harder to 
solve other economic and social problems. 

How does economic inequality affect society? 

Effects of income inequality, researchers have found, include higher rates of health and social problems, and 
lower rates of social goods, a lower population-wide satisfaction and happiness and even a lower level of 
economic growth when human capital is neglected for high-end consumption. 

Why should we care about social inequality? 

Why should we care about inequality? Some studies show that high inequality [encourages] poor people to 
choose very high tax rates on the rich, which reduces investments and growth rates. 

How can we reduce the gap between rich and poor? 

 Here are some ways that can and should change: 
 Break down the social barriers 
 Improve public schools and unify them 
 Tax the rich at a reasonable rate 
 Give workers a voice in their companies 
 Reign in crazy-huge donations to political campaigns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


